86          SC&IPTURE  DOCTBINTi!  OF CREATION.

on which so vast a structure of unbelief is
reared need to be examined on that ground
alone.

Atheism, Pantheism, and Theism, it is first
assumed, are three rival theories, of which tho
common claim is to solve the great problem of
tho universe. "The question, what is it,
and whence does it come, suggests itself to
every mind. Threo answers, verbally intel-
ligible, may be made, that it is self-existent,
self-created, or created by external agency.
Those are Atheism, Pantheism, and Theism. Hut
none of 'them is even conceivable in the true
sense of tho word/*

This first assumption iw misleading, mid
untrue. To solve tho great problem of tlio
universe, so as to leave nothing unexplained,
may perhaps havo boon tho aim of a few
self-conceited philosophers. Jlul in the view
of every modest and Himscro Christian, sueh i\
claim would require omniscience, which is the
prerogative of tho world's Creator alone. Faith
in God, in their view, Is no skilful contrivance
for solving all mysteries* It Is simply tho
acceptance of a truth, which, when tho eyo
of tho soul is not blinded by sin and folly,
reveals itself spontaneously, with less or greater
clearness, to every reverent mind. They arc